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m^AULIPAS ,  OTCO  —  1853. 


Originally  this  season* a  research  In  southern 
Tamaullpas,  lexica,  upon  the  problem  of  nThe  Development 
of  Agriculture  and  the  Conoomltant  Development  of 
Civilization  in  Meso-Araeriea”  was  planned  to  consist 
partially  of  fieldwork  and  partially  of  analysis  of  pre¬ 
viously  exhumed  materials.  However,  as  it  turned  out. 
most  of  the  time  was  spent  in  a  preliminary  analysis  of 
archaeological  materials,  this  was  caused  by  three  factors: 
First,  due  to  the  fact  that  the  director  of  archaeology  of 
the  National  Museum  of  Canada  was  resigning  on  March  31, 

1835,  it  was  decided  that  X  should  return  to  said  institu¬ 
tion  on  or  before  that  date;  secondly,  I  am  to  direct  an 
expedition  to  the  Arctic  ooaat  during  the  summer  of  1855, 
and  it  was  felt  that  X  should  be  back  In  Ottawa  at  least 
two  months  before  X  leave  so  that  supplies  and  equipment 
could  be  shipped  northward  in  plenty  of  time;  and  thirdly, 

X  under-estimated  how  much  material  we  had  uncovered  end 
how  long  it  would  take  me  to  make  a  preliminary  study  of  it. 

Therefore,  my  field  activities  were  confined  to  a  five- 
day  trip  in  January  into  the  Bierra  Mad  re,  near  Ooar$>o,  to 
test  a  ruin  that  had  pottery  in  it  like  that  found  in  our 
earliest  ceramic  level  In  our  oaves.  This  brief  excavation 
confimed  xay  belief  that  our  earliest  ceramlo-beering 
levels  in  oaves  were  roughly  contemporaneous  with  late 
Formative  times  in  nearby  areas  as  the  same  sort  of  hand- 
modelled  figurines  occurred  in  both.  The  other  trip  was  a 
two-day  excursion  Into  the  southern  Sierra  de  Tamaulipas. 

Here  two  oaves  X  had  been  told  about  were  visited  and 
tested  but,  though  containing  preserved  vegetable  remains, 
appeared  to  be  very  late  and  like  one  we  had  previously 
excavated. 

The  laboratory  activities  consisted  of  five  kinds.  The 
first  and  least  complex  was  the  washing  of  the  archaeological 
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materials  and  than  assigning  them  a  number.  Thant  nieabers 
Indicated  the  geographical  location  of  the  site,  the  part 
of  the  site,  the  depth  of  the  site,  and  the  strata  in  the 
site  of  each  specimen  and  besides  appearing  on  each  arti¬ 
fact  were  noted  in  sixteen  catalogue  books.  Two  local 
labourers,  under  my  supervision,  did  cataloguing  for  about 
six  weeks.  Thus  every  specimen  is  recorded  and  marked  in 
such  a  way  so  that  no  matter  what  happens  to  the  collection 
my  specimen*  can  be  identified  as  to  their  archaeological 
provenience. 

The  second  task  was  the  counting,  identifying  and 
separating  of  the  plant  and  food  remains.  One  assistant, 
under  my  direction,  continued  this  bit  of  research  for  the 
whole  three  months  I  ms  in  Mexico.  Part  of  thia  lnvestl- 

fat ion  was  the  separating  of  domesticated  plant  remains 
corn,  beans,  squash,  cotton  and  tobacco),  labelling  them 
as  to  archaeological  provenience,  and  packing  them  for 
shipment  to  various  specialists.  So  far  all  except  a  few 
of  the  cobs  of  com  from  excavation  have  been  sent  to 
Dr.  P angel sdorf  of  the  Botanical  Museum  of  Harvard  Uni¬ 
versity  for  study.  The  squash  remains  are  packed  and 
ready  to  go  to  Dr.  ?*.  T,  .  hi taker  of  the  United  States 
Department  of  Agriculture  station  at  La  Jolla,  California, 
as  soon  as  he  Informs  me  that  he  Is  ready  to  study  them, 
(which  should  be  shortly).  The  beans,  cotton,  and  tobacco 
are  still  being  separated  and  made  ready  for  shipment  and 
should  be  off  to  the  various  experts  before  the  end  of  the 
month. 

The  other  part  of  the  study  of  the  plant  remains  con¬ 
cerned  the  wild  ones.  With  these  I  spent  about  a  week 
determining  how  many  varieties  of  plants  we  had  and  setting 
up  a  series  of  classes  or  types.  Then  my  assistants  went 
through  the  boxes  of  specimens  from  each  stratum,  exca¬ 
vated  level  and  square  of  each  of  the  five  excavated  oaves, 
classified  the  wild  plant  remains  and  recorded  the  amounts 
of  each  type  from  each  provenience.  All  in  all  we  studied 
about  180,000  specimens.  In  each  of  the  five  oaves  one 
set  of  specimens  from  one  square  containing  all  strati¬ 
graphic  levels  were  sealed  so  that  the  foods,  feces,  and 
dust  or  pollen  may  be  studied  more  intensively  by 
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specialists  at  a  later  date*  However,  the  bulk  of  the 
materials  was  turned  over  to  the  Department  of  Prehistoric 
of  the  Instituto  de  Antropologia  y  Historic*  Eventually, 
when  all  the  Information  on  foodstuffs  has  been  analyeed 
and  the  results  correlated,  **•  believe  we  will  have  an 
excellent  study  of  a  long  sequence  (5000  years)  of  changing 
subsistence  patterns  (or  economics)  that  may  be  compared 
with  the  changes  in  material  culture  (or  development  of 
•civilization’ ) . 

t  r  *  '*  -  t 

the  third  task  concerned  the  field  notes*  At  present 
all  field  notes  for  excavations  have  been  typed  and  put  in 
order  (about  £000  typewritten  pages)  and  all  of  the  photo¬ 
graphic  negatives  of  field  work  have  been  numbered  and 
catalogued.  Host  of  the  survey  cards  of  the  locations 
have  been  typed  but  there  are  still  more  to  do*  The 
catalogues  of  foodstuffs  and  artifacts  are  still  only  in 
handwritten  form  but  ay  secretary  at  the  Museum  should 
start  typing  them  soon*  Also,  1  plan  on  interdigltatlng 
the  archaeological  pictures  into  the  field  notes  but  as 
yet  though  the  photographs  (about  $00)  have  been  printed, 

I  haven’t  had  time  to  put  them  in  order*  Eventually  X 
hope  to  be  able  to  send  copies  of  the  notes,  photographs, 
catalogues,  and  survey  cards  to  the  Department  of 
Prehiatoria  and  the  Instituto  de  Antropologia  in  Mexico* 

In  summary  then,  the  field  notes  and  records  are  more  than 
half  completed  now  and  by  the  end  of  the  summer  they  should 
be  in  their  final  order* 

» 

The  fourth  task  was  putting  in  final  order  the  field 
drawings  and  maps,  X  ©a  happy  to  report  that  all  contour 
maps  are  completed  as  well  as  all  the  cross-section 
drawings  (at  five-foot  intervals)  of  all  our  excavations. 
Both  my  supervisors  completed  their  drawings  from  the  two 
sites  they  dug  and  I,  with  the  help  of  draftsmen,  com¬ 
pleted  those  from  the  other  three  sites*  Final  drawings 
of  burials  and  various  features  of  various  pits  are*  not 
quite  done  but  they  are  in  condition  so  that  the  Museum 
artists  should  be  able  to  finish  them  in  the  next  month* 

In  fact,  all  the  drawings  for  the  final  report  are  at 
present  ready  for  publication* 
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The  final  task  was  the  classification  of  the  artifact 
materials*  Except  for  the  analysis  of  the  woven  ©loth  and 
nets  which  Mrs.  1.  Johnson,  ethnologist  of  the  Museum 
Mac tonal  do  Mexico,  studied, and  the  materials  from  one  of 
the  oaves  that  Davo  Kelley  has  at  Harvard  University,  the 
artifacts  consumed  most  of  m y  time.  Fortunately,  the 
laboratory  in  Cuided  Victoria  was  provided  with  adequate 
table  space  and  lighting,  as  well  as  quiet  and  Isolated, 
so  my  analysis  was  able  to  progress  rapidly*  I  first 
classified  the  1400  projectile  points  Into  18  types  that 
appeared  to  delineate  eight  (originally  I  thought  seven) 
sequential  periods.  Hext  the  scrapers,  choppers,  and 
blades  were  classified  into  about  If  types  that  seem  to 
correlate  with  six  of  the  eight  successive  periods  of  the 
projectile  point  study.  Thenthe  ground  stone  tools,  the 
bone  tools,  the  wooden  implements,  were  classified*  Then 
I  made  a  brief  summary  of  these  data  end  photographed  some 
of  them  before  classifying  the  string  as  to  kind  of  yarn, 
twist  of  yam,  and  ‘number  of  yarns}  the  baskets;  the  mats; 
the  knots;  the  nets  and  woven  fragments,  and  the  pottery* 
Eventually  all  the  data  were  correlated  and  it  appears 
that  there  were  eight  different  successive  artifact  com¬ 
plexes*  At  present  I  am  in  the  process  of  describing 
these  many  types  of  varied  materials,  as  yet  it  is  too 
soon  to  make  final  comparisons  with  other  areas  but  in 
spite  of  that  I  took  one  trip  to  the  University  of  Texas 
to  see  Dr.  Krieger,  to  settle  some  problems  of  projectile 
point  typology  in  Temaullpes  end  adjacent  Texas*  Next 
week  I  expect  to  go  to  Harvard  to  start  studying  the 
materials  frota  Kelley*  a  cave  (lh  c  248).  Thus  1  believe 
by  the  time  I  leave  for  the  A  ratio  on  June  1st,  the  pre¬ 
liminary  classification  of  all  materials  from  Tamaullpas 
should  be  completed. 

Then  it  will  be  necessary  to  leave  the  study  for  four 
or  five  months.  9y  the  time  I  return  to  it  in  October,  the 
identification  of  the  com,  beans,  squash,  and  wild  plants 
should  be  completed,  and  perhaps  some  of  the  carbon  a&y  be 
dated.  At  that  tine  I  will  further  correlate  the  data, 
compare  it  with  that  of  other  areas,  and  begin  preparing 
the  final  report  for  publication. 
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